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In her final season, senior guard Anna Kim looks to lead the women’s basketball team to their fifth Big West Conference title. 


ot A lot of people thought that I wasn’t good enough to play at the Division | 
level, and that was the reason why I just wanted to prove everyone wrong. 99 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


- Anna Kim, senior point guard 


NOT DONE YET 


Senior point guard’s hard 
work may finally lead to a Big 
West title. 


By Grester Celis-Acosta 
Staff Writer 


inutes after defeating Cal State 
Northridge on Thursday, se- 
nior point guard Anna Kim 
received several bouquets, leis 


and earned a standing ovation 
from the home crowd. It was senior night, mean- 
ing it was the final home game for the graduating 
seniors on the Long Beach State women’s basket- 
ball team. 

Kim said earlier in the day that senior night 
might be her most cherished memory playing for 
the Beach, but when she heard the final buzzer, 
that was cemented. 

“Tt is [my favorite memory],’ Kim said. “You 
end it with a win against CSUN and obviously, we 
had a redemption game — and just to celebrate it 
with my four other seniors, you can't replace that 
memory. I’m going to cherish it for the rest of my 
life. I didn’t cry, so that was good, but it’s just an 
awesome feeling to know that this is our last time 
_ playing in the [Walter Pyramid] and knowing that 
it ended in a win? 

Kim played high school basketball at Brea 
Olinda High School, where she was a four-year 
letter winner, named Century League co-MVP 
and garnered first-team all-county honors her se- 
nior year. She also led Brea Olinda to second place 
in the 2012 CIF-Southern Section Division IAA 
Championship and helped take her team to the 
California State Regional Finals as a sophomore. 


49ers head coach Jody Wynn recalls recruiting 
Kim for her sheer tenacity and effort on the court. 
“Her character, her toughness,’ Wynn said. “A 
lot of people are like ‘what?’ because she doesn’t 
pass the eye test, but we don't care on the eye test. 
She’s a winner, [it’s] her competitiveness; she com- 


’ petes and she doesn't take possessions off. She's 


the opposite of lazy.” 

Wynn mentions that there are few players who 
leave a mark on the program, and Kim is one of 
them. 

To this date, Kim’s competitiveness and tough- 
ness have stood out. 

After being doubted because of her height, Kim 
has used that motivate her hard-working attitude 
to become a better basketball player. 

“Being only five-feet 5-inches and [I] can’t hid 
behind the fact that I’m Asian...a lot of people 
doubted me,’ Kim said. “A lot of people thought 
that I wasn’t good enough to play at the Division 1 
level, and that was the reason why I just wanted to 
prove everyone wrong” 

Kim’s success has come due to her work ethic 
and ability to out work those around her. 

“[L had toj put in the work because I’m not the 
most athletic, I'm not the quickest player on the 
court, but I know that if I get up extra shots, if I 
work on my handles, if I work on my speed, work 
on my defense — that’s going to translate to im- 
proving my game,’ Kim said. 

Her hard work eventually paid off on Feb. 4 
during a victory over UC Irvine, when she became 
the 25th player in LBSU history to, reach 1,000 ca- 
reer points. 

Kim said that she had no idea about the accom- 
plishment until a couple of days later, after she re- 


see KIM, page 8 


ANNA KIM'S BIO 


Class: senior 

Hometown: Fullerton, California 
High school: Brea Olinda High 
School 

Height: 5-5 

Position: point guard 

Jersey number: 21 


HONORS AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS 


2 Big West Best Hustle honor 


2017 All-Big West First team 


25th player in LBSU history to 


score 1 ' 000 points 
Averaging 1 0 points 


5 career high in steals in 
single game 
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HEALTH 


California 
proposes 
state-run 
health care 


The state-run plan 
would affect all 
Californians, including 
undocumented 
residents. 


By Sol Mendez 
Staff Writer 


With millions of Americans at risk of 
losing their health care if the Affordable 
Care Act is repealed, state legislators in 
the California Senate introduced a pos- 
sible alternative that would establish 
health care covering all 38 million Cal- 
ifornians — including undocumented 
residents. 

On Feb. 17, Sen. Ricardo Lara, D-Bell 
Gardens along with Sen. Toni Atkins, 
D-San Diego proposed. a single-pay- 
er healthcare system. While there are 
still no solid specifics to the bill, it does 
allude to the replacement of private in- 
surance with a government plan that 
would pay for statewide coverage. It 
would also allow the state to negotiate 
prices for all services and prescriptions 
of its citizens’ health care providers. 

Tony Sinay, professor and chair of 
the Department of Health Care Admin- 
istration at Cal State Long Beach, sug- 
gested that the bill would probably only 
have an affect on those students who 
are under their parents’ healthcare plan. 

“It would affect the student’s parents, 
I would say, because they are the ones 
who are holding health insurance. Most 
students, if not all, are covered under 
their parents’ insurance,’ he said. 

On whether students who received 
healthcare services from school would 
be affected, Sinay said probably not. 

CSULB’s Student Health Center 
would not be impacted, as it does not 
receive government funding, but is ful- 
ly supported by the student health fee 
that is included within tuition. 

For California, it would not be the 
first, but the third time that the bill 
would be up for passage. Legislators of 
the state signed off on the bill in both 
2006 and 2008,’ but were rejected by 
then Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger. In 
2006, he explained his veto by stating, 
“This bill would require an extraordi- 
nary redirection of public and private 
funding by creating a vast new bureau- 


see CARE, page 3 


2 NEWS 


FYI: THERE’S AN 
ELECTION TODAY 


What you should know about the 
L.A. County municipal election. 


Measure S: Neighborhood Integrity 
Initiative 

This initiative imposes a temporary 
ban on large development projects that 
result in eviction of residents. Measure 
S requires an environmental impact re- 
port as well as a public review process 
every five years. It would incl:ide other 
measures such as prohibiting project 
specific amendments to the city’s gen- 
eral plans. 

Measure S has attracted both support 


and opposition in Los Angeles for vari- 


ous reasons, and websites and Facebook 
groups have stemmed from this initia- 
tive. 

Josh Joy Kamensky from “Goes too 
far,’ a website intended to show why 
Measure S would not benefit the city 
of Los Angeles, said that this initiative 
would not fight housing problems, but 
rather increase them.., 

“Tn order to build more housing, we 
need the tools that Measure S would 


ban,’ he said. “Measure S would force . 


us to stop from building the housing 
. we need” 


Measure H: Sales Tax for Homeless 
Services and Prevention 

This sales tax measure authorizes a 
0.25 percent increase on county sales 
tax in order to raise money for home- 
less services and prevention. This tax 
aims to raise $355 million annually for 
ten years. 

The money raised from said tax 
would pay for mental health workers, 
counselors and housing subsidies ac- 
cording to the L.A. Weekly. In order 
for this measure to pass, it needs two- 
thirds supermajority to vote yes. 


Measure A: Arcadia Unified School 


Assistant News Editor 


District, California, Parcel Tax 

The Arcadia Unified School District 
website says Governor Jerry Brown's 
budget measures for public education 
will cut the district’s budget to $2 mil- 
lion less than what was projected. As a 
result, Measure A is meant to combat 
this. 

This measure allows Arcadia Unified 
School District to impose a $288 parcel 
tax annually for 18 years in order to get 
local funding to continue improving 
the school district. 

In 2012, the same measure, but with 
a $228 tax, was imposed. Arcadia Uni- 
fied School is increasing the parcel tax 
to get funds to further improve the 
school district programs such as math, 
art, science, music and reading pro- 
grams. 


Measure T: Bell Hotel Tax 

A measure in the city of Bell would 
allow a 12 percent increase on their 
current eight percent hotel tax, which 
has been suspended by the city council. 
It is estimated to raise $285,000 annu- 
ally for city purposes, such as law en- 
forcement and street repairs. 

‘The tax would be levied only on per- 
sons staying in hotels or motels in the 
city for more thirty days or less. It will 
not be imposed on property owners. 


Measure B: Bellflower Marijuana Tax 
This measure would authorize a tax 
on marijuana-related business in the 


city of Bellflower. The initial $15.00 tax | 


rate for commercial cannabis would be 
effective July 1, 2017. This would tax 
would be set per fiscal year, per square 
foot according to the city’s website. 

By July 2020, the tax would increase 
$2.50 per square foot every fiscal year. 


By Elizabeth Campos 
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Measure CC: Covina Utility Tax Extension 

Measure CC would extend the cur- 
rent six percent utility user tax until 
2029 to continue to provide $5 million 
annually to preserve city services such 
as police, parks, library, recreation and 
public works. 

The utility user tax includes tele- 
phone, gas, electricity and water. Utility 
user taxes have raised about $2 billion 
per year in tax revenues, according to 
Ballotpedia. 


Measure PS: Cudahy Parcel Tax for Police 
Protection 

This would authorize the city of Cu- 
dahy to establish a five-year parcel tax 
to raise funds toward police protection 
services. 

The parcel tax would be based on the 
units of property: for single-family and 
unimproved property, the tax would be 
$139. For multi-family units it would be 
$181 and for industrial and commercial 
property it would be $1,550 to $49,600. 


Measure M: Marijuana Regulation and 
Taxation Referred Ordinance 

In light of the passage of Prop. 64, 
which legalized medical marijuana 
statewide last November, measure M 
would regulate and tax the marijuana 
industry within the Los Angeles county. 

According to the L.A. Times, the 
proposal tax will impose 5 percent for 
medical cannabis sales, 10 percent for 
recreational and 1 to 2 percent for com- 
panies that deal with transportation, 
research and cultivation. 


Measure P: Harbor Department Leases 
Maximum Length Increase Charter 
Amendment 

A charter amendment, a petition 


his year's municipal elections for the Los Angeles County deals with 
issues that range-from homelessness to marijuana regulations. Long Beach is 
in the southern tip of L.A. County and considering that Cal State Long Beach is 
a commuter campus, many students have a vested interest in the outcome. Polls 
open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.. 


submitted to the council, that seeks to 
amend the city charter to increase the 
length of Harbor Department leases 
from 50 to 66 years, in accordance with 
changes to state law. 


Measure LL: Monterey Park Library 
Parcel Tax 

A parcel property tax would autho- 
rize a 20 year extension on parcel tax to 
raise funds for library services in Mon- 
terey Park. The tax would be based on 
units of property: $25 per single-family 
units, $50 per parcel for multi-family 
units, and $75 per parcel for commer- 
cial and industrial property. 


Measure D: Palos Verdes Estates, Fire 
and Paramedic Services Parcel Tax 

This ordinance in Palos Verdes Es- 
tates would impose a property tax 
to fund fire and paramedic services. 
This would also allow adjustments of 
up to 6.2 percent. Each eligible parcel 
has an initial base rate of $342.34 plus 
$0.196073 per square foot of building 


improvement effective July 1, 2017. 


Measure C: Redondo Beach, King 
Harbor-Pier Development Restrictions 

A citizen initiative that would ap- 
prove amendments to reduce devel- 
opment in the King-Harbor Pier area. 
Developments in the Coastal Commer- 
cial Zones include areas such as parks, 
recreation and open space zones such 
as the Seaside Lagoon in the Redondo 
Beach King Harbor-Pier area. 


Measure SF: San Fernando Appointed 
City Treasurer 

This measure will allow voters to 
decide whether the city treasurer be an 
appointed or elected position. 
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NEWS 3 


AWARDS 


KBEACH wins national recognition 


Members of KBEACH 
88.1 FM travel 

to New York for - 

the Intercollegiate 


Broadcasting System 
Awards. 


By Matthew Ramirez 
Staff Writer 


Recognition in media: reaches out 
to the innovative: from the seasoned 
professionals to the up-and-coming 
personalities. KBEACH 88.1 FM, the 
Cal State Long Beach radio station, has 
earned their recognition on a national 
level. 

The station received first place for 
best specialty show and was a finalist 
for best talk program and most creative 
show in the Intercollegiate Broadcast- 
ing System Awards. In addition, Col- 


lege Beach TV was a finalist for best - 


comedy show. 

The IBS-awards is an annual ceremo- 
ny dedicated to recognizing entertain- 
ing and innovative college radio sta- 
tions in the country. The awards were 
this Saturday in New York, New York. 

“These awards recognize student 
excellence, said Danny Lemos, Associ- 


ated Students, Inc. media ceondiiaior, 
in a press release. “To be selected in the 
top five among 600 other universities 
and colleges and 100 high schools is 
nothing short of amazing. The students 
are proud to be acknowledged nation- 
ally? 

KBEACH was founded in 2007 
through an agreement between the 
owners KJAZZ 88.1FM and CSULB. 
KBEACH then operated under Associ- 
ated Students Inc. to provide broadcast 
radio to the local campuis community. 
All of the programs are under the con- 
trol of student broadcasters, many of 
which are studying broadcast for their 


- future careers. 


Colleges from all around the nation 
were nominated for awards including 
best on-air personality, best morning 
show, best newscast, best public ser- 
vice announcement, best podcast and 
best various sports broadcasts. 

“They're like the Emmys for college 
radio,” said Fernando Avila, the general 
manager for KBEACH. 

Avila is the co-creator and producer 
for “Good Morning Long Beach State? 
which was a finalist in the awards for its 
creative programming. 

Avila describes the show as a new 
style every day as one of the five hosts 


. discusses different topics from 8 - 9 


a.m. with a different genre of music 


playing each day. : 
“Topic-wise, we cover just about 
anything and everything,’ Avila said. 
Hosts on “Good Morning Long 
Beach State” discuss different topics 
throughout the week: current events on 
campus, conversations on hip-hop, vid- 
eo game news and updates on different 
genres of music depending on the host 


on air. 

Food-ology Radio won first place for 
best specialty show. The four-host talk 
show focuses on informing the campus 
community on nutrition and general 
well-being through panel discussions 
with guest speakers. 

Three of the show’s hosts, Suzette 
Aguirre, Dayana Enriquez and Brittany 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 
22-year-old art major Elwood Espiritu prepares to entice listeners with music during the return of The Garden 
radio show. 


Wruck, attended the awards this week- 
end. 

“Tm particularly proud of the students 
who entered and represented themselves” 
said Lemos. “Some KBEACH volunteers 
went to New York on their own dime for 
the awards.ceremony — that’s outstand- 
ing, thats commitment. And they're ex- 
tremely happy to have won.” 


CARE 
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cracy to take over health insurance and medical care 
for Californians — a serious and expensive mistake” 

While proponents of the bill often argued that a 
single-payer system would overall have a lot of ap- 
peal to the state due to its assumed simplicity and 
ability to control costs, opponents in the senate ar- 
gue that it would raise taxpayer costs and give gov- 
ernment too much power over its citizen’s insurance. 

For Lara, however, the longtime promise by Pres- 
ident Donald Trump to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act concerned him. Lara stated in an interview 
with The Sacramento Bee that Californians needed 
to be prepared in case the Affordable Care Act was 
repealed. 

“As California leaders, we will be responsible for 
the delivery of healthcare for millions of people,’ he 
said in an interview with the Sacramento Bee on 
Feb. 17. 


The California Nurses Association, the primary 
sponsor of the proposed bill held a rally in support 
on Feb. 22 in Sacramento. Bonnie Castillo, associate 
executive director for CNA, said the goal is to create 
a system that included everyone as well as help re- 
lieve patients’ financial burdens. 

“Patients and their families are suffering as a 
result of having very high co-pay and premium 
costs,” Castillo said. “They are having to make 
gut-wrenching decisions whether they go to the 
doctor or they stick it out and see if they get better 
on their own.” 

In 2005, when the bill was first introduced by 
then Sen. Sheila Kuehl, D-Santa Monica a commit- 
tee analysis expected that the proposition would 
cost the state about $167 billion, $72 billion of which 
would be covered by existing federal, state and lo- 
cal revenue. The rest would come from various new 
taxes, something that Larry Levitt, senior vice presi- 
dent of the Kaiser Family Foundation, is wary about. 
Levitt expressed that while a “one-system” approach 
is very appealing, it would more likely mean a tax 
increase on California citizens. 


Canada is currently an example of what a uni- 


versal health care system looks like, and also start- 
ed out in a similar way. When its plan was first 
implemented in the 1990s, the system rolled out 
steadily on a province-by-province basis, but led to 


Gt 


Parents and their families 
are suffering as a result of 
having very high co-pay 
and premium costs...they 
are having to make gut- 
wrenching decisions. 
-Bonnie Castillo, 59 
Associate executiwe director, CNA 


increasingly long waits to see a doctor — something 
that drove Canadians to visit the U.S. for medical 
treatments. 


California could become a pioneer for a univer- 


Cartoonists Wanted! 


Join the Daily A9er and 
see your work here! 


Contact us at 
eicd49er@gmail.com 


sal health care system in the U.S. A possible con- 
cept that has been mentioned by those in senate is 
to bring together funding from several health care 
Medi-Cal, which coy- 
ers the poor; Medicare, which covers older adults; 


plans under one “umbrella:” 


and private insurance agencies. 

Lara, however, has stated that the bill is still in the 
legislative process and no clear budget or plan is set 
as of yet, and while California is still continuing to 
defend the Affordable Care Act, it is time to put for- 
ward an alternative. 

“T think we've reached a tipping point now that 
we haven't had before, Lara said in an interview 
with the Sacramento Bee. 

Meanwhile, the Affordable Care Act is proy- 
ing harder to repeal than Republicans had 
hoped. While President Trump and Republican 
congress members made dismantling the Af- 
fordable Care Act a first priority, no alternative 
replacement has yet been announced. Sen. Rand 
Paul, (R-Kentucky) who is for the repeal of the 
Affordable Care Act, told CNN’s Kate Bolduan, 
“My staff is still going around Washington look- 
ing for the bill” 
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A desert at The Beach > 


Video installation artist 
shows a peaceful desert 
sunrise. 


By Jordan Py 
Staff Writer 


Students who have the chance to set 
aside time for relaxation can find assis- 
tance to their leisure in the student art 
galleries. 

Cal State Long Beach MFA sculp- 
ture student and video installation art- 
ist Elena Roznovan shows viewers the 
importance of patience and soaking in 
the beauty of a desert sunrise from the 
comfort of being indoors. 

Her exhibit “Stop and Stare” is a vid- 
eo installation that lasts longer than 
the duration of an actual sunrise which 
takes two minutes and eight seconds. 

“I juxtapose that environment of a 
desert site with the sunrise and a light- 
box that I’ve been shooting,” Roznovan 
said. “Basically what I'm trying to do is 
bring out the phenomenology [philo- 
.sophical study of consciousness] aspect 
of light and space and recreate an envi- 
ronment in a gallery setting.” 

“Stop and Stare,’ is a literal name be- 
cause, as viewers walk through the cur- 
tain to see the piece, it is unclear at first 
glance that you're watching a sunrise. 
Roznovan does this on purpose be- 
cause she believes it makes the viewer 
slow down and appreciate her work and 
appreciate the desert sun emerging over 
the horizon. 

“It looks like a static image with the 
lack of wind because it’s a desert site? 


FILM 


Yasmin Cortez | Daily 49er 


MFA sculpture student and video installation artist Elena Roznovan hopes her 12-minute long interactive piece inspires and relaxes the people who visit the 


sunrise exhibit. 


Roznovan said. “It's hard to tell right 
away and I think I like that, because 
I'm interested in letting the viewer 
slow down and sort of observe. We live 
in such a fast environment, fast paced 
lifestyle and we forget to sit down and 
think about stuff and really reflect” 
Roznovan sees her piece as almost.a 


challenge for people who are constantly 
on the go. 

People in a rush shouldn't attempt 
to enjoy this exhibit unless they are ca- 
pable of stepping away from their daily 
stressors for a few minutes. 

“I wouldn't say it tests the viewer's 
endurance but it definitely implies that 


the viewer has to have some sense of 
endurance in order to actually under- 
stand what is happening? she said. 

Students can view Roznovan’s sun- 
rise at the Gatov east building in the 
student art gallery from 12-5 p.m. 
March 5-9 and extended hours from 
12-8 p.m. on March 8. 


Roznovan will also soon show her 
work beyond GSULB campus. 

“One show coming up is in Culver 
City at the Kopeikin gallery at the end 
of April and it’s going to be running 
until the end of May; Roznovan said. 
“It’s a video collage I made out of found 
footage.” 


Hollywood might want to take notes 


Film students of 
various backgrounds 
weigh in on how far the 
industry still needs to 
go on diversity. 


By Makeda Easter 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES _ “Moonlight? a film 
about the journey of a gay black man, 
won Oscars for best picture, adapt- 
ed screenplay and supporting actor. 
“Fences,” the story of a black family in 
1950s Pittsburgh, won for supporting 
actress. “Hidden Figures,” based on the 
true story of black female mathemati- 
cians who helped launch NASAs space 

“program, and “Lion, about a young 

Indian man’s search for his family, were 
both nominated for best picture and 
other awards. 

The Academy Awards on Feb. 26 
clearly showed progress in the recog- 
nition of diverse stories and a dramatic 
improvement from the #OscarsSoW- 
hite debacle of the year before. 

But what about Hollywood’s future? 
Did the night signify a trend toward 
greater representation on screen or was 


Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times 


Loyola Marymount film student Antonio De Loera-Brust, center, makes a point during a discussion about the fu- 
ture of the film industry on Jan. 20 at Loyola Marymount University’s School of Film and Television in Los Angeles. 


it just a blip on the radar? 

To help answer that question, The 
Times spoke with seven undergrad- 
uate and graduate film and television 


students at Westchester’s Loyola Mary- 
mount University. 

The group included Indian, Mexican 
American and black filmmakers and 


female screenwriters from across the 
country — all students with projects in- 
formed by today’s social climate. 

They looked at Hollywood with a 


mixture of optimism and skepticism. 
They see more opportunities ahead 
for people of diverse backgrounds but 
believe there’s a long way to go before 
film and television reflects the kind of 
multicultural world they live in. 

“We just want Hollywood to hear us. 
We want to tell so many things that we 
are facing in our day-to-day lives; we 
want to express that through our work,” 
said 24-year-old graduate filmmaking 
student Varun Chopra. 

The students are realistic about the 
obstacles ahead for women and people 
of color in an industry that has histori- 
cally been dominated by white men. 

“People often say just pull yourself up 
by the bootstraps, but you've got to have 
boots first,” MFA student Quran Squire 
said. “Often that’s the biggest difference: 
resource, resources for people of color, 
resources in any sort of way to lower 
economic status or black communities.” 

Eden Rousso is an undergraduate 
screenwriting student with dreams of 
working in a writers room. 

Although she enjoyed this year’s 
ceremony, including Oscars for black 
actors Viola Davis and Mahershala Ali 


_ see HOLLYWOOD, page 5 
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EVENTS 


Buffett brings the 


The new 
Margaritaville 
restaurant offers tickets 
to see the legendary 
70’s musician. | 


By Ammi Ruiz 
Staff Writer 


Jimmy Buffett fans at Cal State Long 
Beach — or just fans of live music and 
margaritas — have a chance to win tick- 
ets to the March 30. grand opening of 
the new Margaritaville restaurant. 

Located at Universal CityWalk, the 
event will feature an invite-only perfor- 
mance by the singer, song-writer and 
author Jimmy Buffett along with his 
Coral Reefer Band. 

Jimmy Buffett reached commer- 
cial success in 1974 with his hit single 
“Come Monday, according to a Rolling 
Stone biography on the singer. 

The first version of the Coral Reefer 
Band was formed a year later. 

Buffett and his band’s laid-back, 


HOLLYWOOD 
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(also the first Muslim actor to win an Oscar), she 
was struck by the lack of Oscar-nominated female 
directors and the need for more diversity behind 
the camera. 

“There was a lot more black representation, 
which is awesome, but there are so many more 
ethnicities than white and black” said Rousso, 20. 
“T feel like that’s what Hollywood is trying to do _ 
‘Let’s get some black people in there, then were not 
racist anymore.” 

Likewise, Chopra believed that the academy’s 
lauded diversity stemmed from an attempt to save 
face after #OscarsSoWhite backlash. “We'll have to 
see if it’s not just this year’s best picture nomina- 
tions, but if opportunities for diverse people also 
follow through in the coming years,” he noted. “I 


Jimmy Buffett (right) and Mac Macnally (left), member of the Coral Reefer Band perform for U.S. 


country style music includes ballads titudes.” 
like “Why Don’t We Get Drunk, and 
“Changes in Latitudes, Changes in At- 


hope it does” 

Looking beyond the Oscars and paying atten- 
tion to the types of stories that get greenlighted 
was much more important to MFA screenwriting 
student Octavia Bray. “The amount of opportuni- 
ties available for people who are not straight, white 
males are slim,’ said Bray, 25. “I think beyond just 
recognizing that there are other stories out there, 
people who are in positions of power need to say ‘I 
guess I'll go out and make these things.” 

The students spoke about the high demand for 
greater representation on screen; the acclaim for 
“Hidden Figures” and its success at’ the box office 
was particularly encouraging. But they bemoaned 
the lack of Latino, Asian and Muslim stories. 

“Td like to steer a little away from Oscars,” said 
Ashley Marie Ryan, 25. “Even though were not 
seeing diversity in film, in television it’s changing 
slowly? 

Ryan, an MFA student in TV writing, has an 
interest in creating roles that feature older charac- 
ters and various types of sexuality not often seen in 


The new restaurant is named after 
the singer’s hit song “Margaritaville? 
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which ranks 234th on the Recording 
Industry Association of America’s list 


of “Songs of the Century.” 


mainstream media. i 

“But I'm not satisfied with the pace with which 
things are changing,’ Bray, also pursuing television 
writing, countered. “It angers me that we're expect- 
ed to be satisfied with one or two things.” 

Interested in combining science fiction with an 
urban backdrop, Squire, 23, had‘an unforgettable 
experience while filming in Inglewood last year. 
One child at a park approached Squire to ask if 
he was a filmmaker like Spike Lee. “We don't have 
any other representation of that. I gotta be the next 
Spike Lee for this kid?” Squire asked, rhetorically. 
“We have to change that dynamic.” 

Ryan noted that one of Hollywood’s biggest bar- 
riers is its exclusivity. Although she’s held intern- 
ships at companies like STARZ, she believes her 
path to the writers room will be a difficult one. “For 
any one of us to create a show and run that show in 
a way we find meaningful, that level of experience 
takes 15 to 20 years? she said. 

But Chopra saw opportunity in the “American 
dream” and the chance to create work in the world’s 


Creative Commons 
navy troops. 


and 


To win tickets, students can simply 


visit universalstudioshollywood.com/ 
margaritavillesweeps and fill out the 
short questionnaire. 

The prize package for each winner 
includes two tickets to the event plus 
one guest ticket. The sweepstakes ends 
March 7 at 6 p.m. 

The venue itself, adjacent to the Uni- 
versal Studios Hollywood theme park, 
is full of colorful outdoor aesthetics like 
large neon signs that are reminiscent of 
old Hollywood. 

The Margaritaville réstaurant is 
characterized by its island ambiance, 
where visitors can indulge in sea- 
side-inspired menu items such as the 
Coconut Shrimp and the Cheeseburger 
in Paradise. 

Adults 21 and over can enjoy drinks 
from the 5 O'Clock Somewhere bar 
located in the center of the restaurant. 
The wide-ranging bar offers fun and 
fruity drinks like the Sunsét Cruise 
Margarita and the Hawaiian Lightnin’ 
boat drink. 

The grand opening starts at 5 p.m., 
for invite recipients and ticket winners 
who are ready to retreat into a vacation 
state of mind. 


biggest platform. His passion lies in telling niche 


stories about subjects on the fringes of society. 


The recent election of Donald Trump both in- 
spired and deflated the students. Chopra had faith 
that innovative work would come from the politi- 
cal ferment after President Trump’s victory. 

However, after the election undergraduate film 
student Antonio De Loera-Brust began to question 
the role of storytelling and whether making films 
would really drive the change he wanted to see 
in society. With a passion for immigration issues, 
De Loera-Brust in his recent short film, “Campito 
Kids,” tells the story of a migrant worker's children 
and their struggle to assimilate into an American 
school. j 

The 21-year-old wondered if he should switch 
gears to pursue politics. “My priority for the next 
four years for me is to fight deportations and be- 
yond that win elections, De Loera-Brust said. “A 
lot of the solution isn't just make a good movie. I 
don’t know if we have to rise up as artists; we have 
to rise up as people.” 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
other non-invasive readings. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
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Summer Sessions 
92618 949-297-7137 


Two 6-Week Sessions 
May 30-July 7 (S1S) 
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Fas our tolerance only been skin deep? 


The differences 
between Obama and 
‘Trump terms have less 
to do with skin color 
and more to do with 
history of widespread 
racism. 


By Sandy Shea 
Philadelphia Daily News 


ess than an hour after 

Barack Obama was elected 

president for the first time, 

I was standing outside and 

watched as hundreds of 
young people marched toward Phil- 
adelphia’s City Hall. They were black, 
brown and white, waving their cell- 
phones, chanting and cheering Obama’s 
victory. Here it was: a new “post-racial” 
age in which old prejudices and hatreds 
were part of history, not part of the 
present. 

Yes, as a matter of fact, I am naive. 

But for a while, it was easy to be- 
lieve that social and cultural evolution 
was real. Here was proof: We elected a 
black man! Soon, we might have gender 
equality, too! 

The reality as played out over the 
past eight years is far more checkered, 
of course. Obama embraced many pro- 
gressive, ideals, and, under his leader- 
ship, women and people of color held 
positions of power _ Sonia Sotomayor 
and Elena Kagan on the US. Supreme 
Court, and Eric Holder, Hillary Clin- 
ton, Loretta Lynch in top Cabinet roles, 
among others. 

But for all that progress, we also saw 
a disturbing rise in racial violence, in- 
cluding police shootings of black men, 


so much so that we had to be reminded - 


that black lives matter. For a minute, 
our defining slogan was “Yes, we can” 
But then it became “I can't breathe.” 

No one thought during Obama’s two 
terms that we had entered an Age of 
Aquarius when it came to racial toler- 
ance, But I thought we at least had pro- 
gressed a bit on the spectrum, moving a 
little closer to enlightenment. So when 
Donald Trump began drawing crowds 
who responded to his disdain for non- 
whites 


whether they were immi- 
grants, native-born, brown and black, I 
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Thousands of New Yorkers rally to send a message to President-elect Trump and his administration on Dec. 18, 2016, Internation Migrants Day, to fight 
back against hate and anti-immigrant policies. 


was disturbed, but not unduly worried. 

Until he won the presidential elec- 
tion. 

The day after he won, swastikas were 
spray-painted in Philadelphia, and, by 
the end of the week, the Southern Poy- 
erty Law Center was fielding hundreds 
of reports of harassment of blacks and 
Muslims around the country. 

The recent desecration of tomb- 
stones in Jewish cemeteries in Missouri 
and Philadelphia and a Catholic cem- 
etery in Philadelphia, bomb threats in 
Jewish centers across the country, and 
the recent slaying of Indian IT worker 
Srinivas Kuchibhotla in Kansas have 
slammed us back into an ugly past. 
Surely we abandoned this mindset long 
ago _ and not only those in the “bub- 
ble” 

What worries me is that the reap- 
pearance of these incidents says some- 


thing ugly about all of us _ and not only 
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those who are filled with hate. 

We've told ourselves for generations 
that we are a tolerant nation, that we 
welcome outsiders, that we are a melt- 
ing pot of cultures and nationalities. 
I've believed it. But now I have to won- 
der: Was that tolerance only skin deep? 
Was collective hatred so close to the 
surface that all it took was implied (and 
explicit) permission from someone 
who encourages suspicion and fear? 

To some degree, tolerance and ac- 
ceptance must be learned. We learn it 
from the collective messages of lead- 
ers and society at large. Without it, we 
have no civil society, after all. But if it is 
learned, that means it can be unlearned. 

If tolerance is “unlearned,” what we 
are left with? What worries me is the 
possibility that hatred and suspicion 
are our default settings. After all, how 
many centuries have people been per- 
secuted for their religion? How many 
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eons have people discriminated against 
black- and brown-skinned people? Well 
before 9/11, people were suspicious of 
those wearing head scarves. 

Hostility and hatred are as old as civ- 
ilization itself. And if that’s so, does that 
mean tribal hostility is innate, and that 
acceptance is a thin veneer? 

That’s an ugly thought. Because it 
means I have to question my own be- 
liefs, my own tolerance. I can’t take it 
for granted, can’t consider it “innate” 

Many who supported Trump -were 
fearful that their place in society has 
been lost, lost to “the other” who took 
their jobs or their status. 

His rhetoric validated those fears, 
and his election seems to. have unbot- 
tled them into the kind of hatred we're 
now witnessing. But Trump didn’t cre- 
ate this hatred. This kind of hatred is as 
old as time. You could argue that it’s hu- 
man nature. But that doesn’t mean we 
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should not fight against it, in ourselves 
or others. : 

This week, in his address to Con- 
gress, Trump, in talking about protec- 
tionism, quoted Abraham Lincoln. But 
its this Lincoln quote, from his first 
inaugural address, that I wish Trump 
would take to heart, and begin commu- 
nicating himself: 

“We are not enemies, but friends. We 
must not be enemies. Though passion 
may have strained, it must not break 
our bonds of affection. The mystic 
chords of memory, stretching from ev- 
ery battlefield and patriot grave to ev- 
ery living heart and hearthstone all over 
this broad land, will yet swell the cho- 
rus of the Union, when again touched, 
as surely they will be, by the better an- 
gels of our nature” 

We have to serve those better angels. 
Even if it goes against our darker, uglier 
natures. 
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Appearing in seven games so far this season, junior pitcher Jessica Flores looks to improve her 7.88 ERA as the season progresses. 
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LBSU’s road trip has been rough © 


The Beach gets lone 
win against Indiana 
University, 5-4 on 
Sunday. 


By Estela Garcia 
Staff Writer 


- Just as the men’s basketball team 
struggled early in the season, the Long 
Beach State softball team has run into 
a roadblock as it takes on its toughest 
competition during its nonconference 
schedule. 

The Beach faced off against Fresno 
State, Florida, No. 14 Michigan, Indi- 
ana and South Carolina. 

LBSU went 1-4 in the Judi Garman 
Classic; where last year it went 3-2 
in the same tournament. The Beach 
moves to 6-9-1 to start the season. 

Head coach Kim Sowder said that 
the team’s performance was what ul- 
timately decided the outcome of the 
tournament. 


“It was never about who we were 
playing but how,’ Sowder said. “It’s 
important to look at every opponent 
the same. We need to play at our best 
against really good teams and teams 
who don't have as good records.” 

Sowder also said that the team felt 
better Sunday even before game one. 
She saw lots of opportunities missed in 
the previous two days and made sure 
the team understood that how critical 
every play is. 

All in all, Sowder and the other 
coaches agreed that defensively the 
team wasn't at its best. The ladies of 
the Beach made nine defensive errors 
throughout the tournament. 

“We had more confidence in the end 
and game one showed that. The girls 
wanted to come out with two wins to 
end the whole thing but we were able 
to get that momentum back, which 
helps a lot. We gotta keep that going 


said. 

LBSU started off the tournament 
with a nail-biter Thursday morning. 
Playing Fresno State, the two teams 


and know to play to our ability,’ Sowder 


kept things tied up 1-1 and forced extra 
innings. The Bulldogs, as the visiting 
team, scored three runs in the top of 
the eighth inning. 


bot 


It was never about who we 
were playing but how. It’s 
important to look at every 
opponent the same. 


-Kim Sowder, 
Softball head coach 


99 


The 49ers were put in a tough situa- 
tion and the pressure seemed to be too 
much as they were only able to come 
up with one run in the bottom of the 
eighth. The Beach lost game, 4-2. 

Senior pitcher Christina Clermont, 
who was chosen as a candidate for the 
senior CLASS award last week, got the 
start for the Beach in that game. 


Clermont had a season high six 
strikeouts in game one and would pick 
up another six in the second game of 
the night, against University of Florida. 

In the game against No. 3 University 
of Florida, the Beach was defeated by 
the back to back SEC champions 17-0. 
The lone Beach hit came via a double 
from sophomore shortstop Nichole Fry 
and broke up the Gators’ Kelly Barn- 
hill’s perfect game. 

On Saturday, the 49ers faced off 
against No. 14 University of Michigan. 
LBSU had a tough start to the game 
but scored five runs in the fifth inning 
to make the game 10-5. Still, Michigan 
came back with three in the bottom 
half and made LBSU lose its chances 
of a comeback as the game ended after 
five innings of play. Michigan won that 
game 13-5. 

The 49ers looked for their first win 
in the classic Sunday morning and they 
certainly made it entertaining. Starting 
pitcher Jessica Flores and the team went 
against Indiana University*to start one 
of the final two games. The bats start- 
ed fast for the Beach as they loaded the 


bases in the top of the first, but wouldn't 
put any runs up on the board until the 
fifth, when sophomore infielder Tierra 
Falo hit a three-run homerun to left 
field. Her teammate Fry had a day of 
her own, hitting one out of the park as 
well to give the Beach the 5-4 win. 

Fry has a team leading .341 batting 
average and was a triple shy of the cycle 
against Indiana. 

In its final game, the Beach faced off 
against South Carolina University. The 
starter of game one Clermont got the 
start. While the defense on both sides 
kept things quiet early on, the Beach 
was the first to score on a pair of base 
hits. The Gamecocks reciprocated by 
scoring four runs, starting with a solo 
home run from senior Taylor Williams. 
The Beach couldn't come back from 
this one, even though they threatened 
and fell 4-2 to close out the tournament. 

The Beach returns to play in the Lou- 
isville Slugger Invitational that will be 
hosted in Long Beach starting Thurs- 
day. They'll first face off against Boston 
University at 11:30 a.m. and play East- 
ern Michigan, UCLA and Harvard. 


Follow “49ERSPORTS 


for live tweeting of 
LBSU games, 
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ceived a text. Kim never thought that she 
would leave the Beach a thousand-point 
scorer. 

“When I found out, I was caught off 
guard” Kim said. “I had no clue un- 
til someone told me, but it was a great 
feeling to achieve something like that, 
such a great milestone. To know that my 
hard work has paid off. But in the end, 
I think as much as all the excitement 
was around me, all I could think about 
was that we still have a couple of more 
games left and to top it off — I need a Big 
West Championship, but it was a great 
feeling.” 

She was also awarded on Sunday as 
the 2017 Big West Best Hustle Player of 
the Year and earned a spot in the 2017 
All-Big West Conference Women's Bas- 
ketball Team. 

Kim's hard work on the court extends 
to her academics, as she received her 
bachelor’s degree in psychology in three 
and half years and has begun her mas- 
ter’s degree in sports management this 
spring. 

Her teammate and senior Madison 
Montgomery echoes Kim's hard working 
mentality and even adds that she is her 
toughest critic, but that in the end, Kim 
is knows how to have fun. 

“She's a goofball of the court,’ Mont- 
gomery said. “She's so funny, especially 
with me. We're very goofy and we're nev- 
er not laughing. There’s never a moment 
where were around each other not pok- 
ing fun at each other and cracking jokes.” 


Montgomery adds that she has had 
too many great memories with Kim and 
that not one stands out over another. 

Senior. forward Jewelyn Sawyer, on 
the other hand, recalls a time where 
Kim played on a prank when they were 
roommates. 

Sawyer said that because of the way 
Kim used to sleep it was hard to tell that 
she was even in bed. So, she recalls one 
day when she scared her by pretending 
voices were talking to her. 

Being from Fullerton, Kim feels lucky 
that her parents come see her play which 
is something some of her teammates 
don't have unless her parents watch on 
alive stream. This was a reason Kim de- 
cided to come to LBSU. 

“The number one thing was the fam- 
ily environment that was built in this 
program,” Kim said. “..The second most 
important thing was that it was close to 
my family. I’m definitely a daddy’s little 
girl and for him to be able to come watch 
my games was a big impact.” 

Her goal now is to win the Big West 
Tournament and get a spot in the 2017 
NCAA Tournament. Afterward, Kim 
hopes to play basketball overseas and 
become a Division 1 coach. 

“My hope is to play overseas,’ Kim 
said. “I don't think I could hang up my 
jersey just yet, so we'll see how that goes 
for me. I'll take whatever offer I have 
and however long that takes me, until 
my body says I can't play anymore, [af- 
terward], I actually want to become a 
Division 1 coach and maybe be in the 
same shoes as coach Jody. Whether it 
is. Here [at CSULB] or anywhere else. 
I know that I want to be involved with 
basketball, that’s a fact. 
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The “Fab Five” consisting of seniors Madison Montgomery, Jewelyn Sawyer, Raven Benton, Gigi Hascheff and Anna 
Kim look to guide the 49ers to their fifth Big West Conference title. 


